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President’s Report

Membership has fallen slightly, but it has tended to have minor ups and downs over the years.
Although the Club remains financially viable, with only a small increase in fees needed, it would be nice if we could build it up. I attended a Tennis Victoria Forum recently; various ideas for encouraging new members were put forward and I expect the incoming committee to review some of them. Meantime, you can help by promoting the Club to your friends, associates and family. Having more members allows for subscriptions to be kept at a minimum.

Your Committee has continued its dedication to managing the Club to the best of its ability, and making improvements where and when it can. They’re a good, hard-working group and I thank them accordingly. 

We continue to try to get some support from Council with tree pruning and disposal of green waste but without great success so far. 

Not all of the later planted trees look like surviving, but those that have should provide an attractive area to the east of the clubhouse in due course. The Lightwood Wattle continues to thrive, in spite of its earlier borer attack, so we live in hopes that it will continue to do so.

Installation of the proximity card access system was Committee’s main work this year. While it was a costly exercise; Committee members dug and refilled the channel for the cable to the front gate to allay some of the cost, it is considered that it will pay for itself over the next several years, mainly by doing away with very expensive security keys that were rarely returned by departing members. The cards are a quarter of the cost and have the advantage of being readily deactivated. The Club now has better control over who is using the courts, along with a record of each access. This has allowed us to make the clubhouse available to all members over the age of 14 years. Only particular people had keys to the clubhouse in the past, so this has been a big step forward for the benefit and comfort of members. Parents of younger children can apply for clubhouse access, providing they agree to be in attendance.

The widening of the entrance footpath has challenged us for a while. The levels of the concrete path are very uneven, which made it impossible to align any hard surface without creating an edge to trip over.  A timber framed border was designed and put together by John Delpratt and installed by a few keen volunteers (see our website for photos). It was hoped that the porous infill would provide a cheap and constantly available surface, but it hasn’t settled as hoped. Different materials will be trialled to find an inexpensive alternative.

Plans to paint the clubhouse are under way and colours are being tested. If you’d be prepared to help with the work, make yourself known to Charles.

The Committee has changed the By-Laws regarding visitors. The requirement for a visitor to join after three visits in a year was recognised as unenforceable, as well as unfriendly. However, it is in the Club’s interests still to encourage regular visitors to become members.

At the same time, it is only fair and reasonable that visitors contribute to the maintenance costs of the Club, as they also contribute to the wear and tear. It is the responsibility of members to pay their visitor’s fees into the clubhouse safe, and it is requested that this is done before starting play. Signs in the clubhouse carry further information.
A big thankyou to those members who do small jobs around the place on a regular basis; your work often goes unremarked, but the neatness of the whole area bears testament to your efforts. And thank you to those “keen volunteers” who gave up a Sunday morning.
Have you visited the Club’s website? The website has proved quite valuable in recruiting new members.

I would encourage all members to visit it occasionally, as it is updated regularly with current information on activities and any rule changes that may affect or will be of interest to all members. There is a photo gallery to which you are invited to contribute. Go to www.nbhtc.org.au. 
Coaching: Ian Peter-Budge continues to be an integral part of the Club. As well as bringing on students to become members, his supervision of junior teams is invaluable. Ian, too, has a website worth visiting (have a look at the photo on the page of Practice Tips, and make sure you place your cursor over the picture to read the caption). It is accessible from our website, or go to www.budgiestenniscoaching.com.au. It also contributes to promoting our Club.
Happily, water restrictions have been eased, making it easier to maintain our courts. However, wet courts have now become an issue (some people are never happy!). Please, don’t play on courts that have any suggestion of surface water without mopping them first. There are sponges and matching buckets that, when used in conjunction with shade cloth spread over the wet area, work more efficiently than the rollers and cause less damage to the surface. They can be found under the clubhouse verandah. It is preferable to use the shade cloth under the rollers, as well.
It is my sad duty to note the passing of two people who were part of the Club scene for many years, right from its early days:

Denis Lemke, founding President and Life member, who worked tirelessly for the Club;

Nita Young, who played regularly, including competitively, and whose family were also members. 
Allan, her husband, remains a member.
Finally, remember that this is your Club. Look after it! Enjoy it! Spread the word!
Lynn Heath


Treasurer’s Report

The financial result of the North Box Hill Tennis Club for the year ended 31st May 2011 showed a deficit of $3442.37 compared to the net surplus of $1543.78 in the previous year. 

The difference of $4986.15 over the previous two years was mainly attributed to the installation of the new computer card entry system installed in September 2010 at a cost of $6426. 

All other costs were in line with the previous year.

Our membership fee each year is reviewed in line with anticipated costs of running the Club with the ultimate aim of making a small surplus.

In keeping our costs down, the Club has been very appreciative of Committee members and other Club members who have made their valuable contribution in various activities including: garden maintenance and photocopying of Club leaflets. 

The Committee does appreciate any voluntary involvement in helping to reduce Club costs.

The Club finished the year with cash funds of $19,316.01 to carry into the future.
The Financial Report is published separately.
In concluding, I would like to thank all the members for their continued support.

Charles Philactides

Mid Week Ladies Report

With our small number of mid-week ladies, we are still able to enter two teams in competition. These teams are supported by a group of members who make themselves available to play as emergencies. With injuries that take time to heal, members taking holidays, and attending to family commitments, we thank those members for their valuable support.

Following are details of the teams:

M.E.M.R.L.T.A.

Team members - Winter Season 2010 - Section A6
Barbara Lee (Capt.), Kati Gall, Chris Douglas, Judy Schutze, Kaye Ely
The team finished 5th on the ladder.

Team members - Summer Season 2010/11 - Section A7
Chris Douglas, Kati Gall, Judy Schutze (Capt.), Lucille Bull, Barbara Lee
The team finished 7th on the ladder.

Team members - Winter Season 2011 - Section A8
As above. The Season is still underway.

E.D.W.T.A.

Team members - Winter Season 2010 - Section 3
Beryl Berkley (Capt.), Chris Simpson, Kati Gall, Lucille Bull, Kaye Ely
The team finished 5th on the ladder.

Team members - Summer Season 2010/11 - Section 3
Chris Simpson (Capt.), Lucille Bull, Kati Gall, Kaye Ely, Beryl Berkley, Pam Tankey
The team finished 7th on the ladder.

Team members - Winter Season 2011 - Section 4
Chris Simpson, Beryl Berkley, Lucille Bull, Kaye Ely (Capt.), Pam Tankey

The team is 2nd on the ladder at present, and will play in a semi final on August 10. The result will not be known until after the Annual Report, but we will be able to announce the result at the A.G.M.

TENNIS TOURNAMENT

The Tournament was held on Tuesday September 29. After a week of changeable weather, we were fortunate to have a sunny, though cool, day. The Tournament Teams ran the day like 'clockwork'. Members, past and present, provided an excellent morning tea and lunch. The clubhouse was 'abuzz' with people enjoying themselves -catching up with players from other clubs - as well as playing several sets of tennis - a great atmosphere. Our hard work produced a profit of $620.00.

 M.W.L. A.G.M.

We recently held our A.G.M. The following members were elected: 

President - Pam Tankey
Secretary - Maureen Jennings
Treasurer - Chris Simpson
Ball co-ordinator - Kate Will
Ball sales - Val Handley
Clubhouse supplies - Barbara Lee

 
CHRISTMAS BREAKUP

Our Christmas Breakup lunch was held in the Clubhouse on December 13. Members donated $118 toward breast cancer research in memory of Lorraine Kelsey - a long time member and friend. We will do the same again this year, and in the coming years, as breast cancer has touched several of our members. We thank Joan Tierney, a past member, who kindly donated a Christmas cake as a raffle prize. Thanks to Joan, we raised $90 for the Club.

MONDAY SOCIAL TENNIS

Ladies who don't play in a team, and some team members, play tennis socially from 10am through to lunch and early afternoon, if they have the time. It is a very friendly and supportive group of women, some of whom have been members for many years. From time to time former members visit us for lunch, which shows how much they have valued their time with the Monday group, and as team members, in the past.

 

TRIBUTE

We were saddened to learn of the death of Nita Young, a member for many years. Many of us enjoyed her company on Social Days, and in competition teams. Several Mid-Week Ladies members attended her funeral.

 

THANKS

My thanks go to our Committee Members who carry out their duties without any bother. I am sure the other Committee Members would agree with me that Maureen Jennings should get special thanks for all the Secretarial Work she has to undertake. We are indebted to her for keeping us up-to-date in every part of her duties.

 

I wish you all the best of good health, and a quick recovery to those members suffering injuries at present. We need you back on the court!

 

 

Pamela Tankey

Senior Teams Report
Blackburn & District Night Competition

The night competition continues is well supported. Our courts and facilities are in use from Monday to Thursday nights. Club members also enjoy social night tennis between seasons.
Summer Season 2010:
Nine teams played in the competition, five of which played in finals. Three teams won premierships – 
True Hits: Judy Harrison (C), Sally Lee, Denise West, Carolyn Scott and Jenny Donegan.

Unknowns: Jack Taylor (C), Neil Cameron, Tim Greenough, Andre Fijan and Stephen Trafficante.
Lobbers: Damien Coleman (C) Charles Philactides, Mario Azzato, Matt Missen and 
Gary Cayzer.
Winter Season 2011: 
This season, ten teams entered into the season, five teams playing in finals, and another three premierships were won.
Yarra Seconds: Josh Smith (C), Shayne Higgins, Troy Stambanis and Matt Smith.
Unknowns: Jack Taylor (C), Tim Greenough, Andre Fijan, George Mathews and
 Neil Cameron.

Thundering Herd: Phil Markham (C), Jessie Plummer, Sally Lee, Kyle Jones and Mel Ford.

Congratulations to all members of the premiership teams.

Eastern Region Tennis
The Club entered one Open Section and two Singles/Doubles teams for the summer season.
One Open Section team is participating in the winter season.
Night Social Tennis is enjoyed by our Club member between competition seasons.
Club Championships

Held in September, 2010, Jack Taylor won his second singles championship with a convincing win over former champion, Neil Cameron. Congratulations to Jack.
My thanks go to all Committee and Club members for their friendship during the year.
Judy MacRae

Junior Convenor’s Report
During the past year the Club has had 3 junior teams for summer, and 2 for winter. 

All players have shown excellent commitment to the ERT competition. They have always been available to play, as well as practising on extra days, on top of their weekly lessons. 

The open singles doubles team is currently 2nd on the ladder, while our boys’ team is just outside the four at the moment.

Disappointingly our top boys’ team pulled out late this season due to other commitments. Two new players have entered our open singles doubles team for winter and are performing extremely well. 

My thanks to all the parents involved in junior teams over the past 12 months, as their role in transporting players to away venues is vital and greatly appreciated. 

I will be encouraging more of my pupils to start competition for the summer season in October.

Team members, please keep your club membership up to date and remember to pay ball fees for the coming season. These can be paid at the first home match you play, or earlier at coaching. 

Good luck for the rest of the season.

Ian Peter-Budge

Club Coach
Membership Report
Besides its core of regular social and competition players, the Club over time seems to have a number of changing members. These latter people often join the club for a year and do not renew their membership for the following year. The numbers of members leaving and joining usually balance each other fairly evenly. This year saw a slight decline in membership from 140 to 131.

Prompt payment of membership fees is appreciated. It is always an unpleasant task for us to have to send out reminder notices and chase people up.

The majority of members have now given us email addresses. Sending club correspondence by email greatly reduces our work load. So please advise us if you have an email address. And remember to advise us of any new email address or change of home address.

Email: jhull@i.net.au
Jon Hull 
Membership Secretary
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